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barrass me, and had arranged that I should see them and
various other members of the American colony at a recep-
tion at the Ambassador's. They explicitly agreed, in re-
sponse to my request, to say nothing that would aggravate
the situation or cause any unnecessary heartburnings. Two
of them loyally kept to the agreement; but the third, with
a sense of morality and fitness not much better than that
of Merry del Val himself, violated the agreement, and,
merely in order to advertise himself by raising a rumpus,
issued a screed violently attacking the Vatican. His two
colleagues disapproved of what he had done, but followed
the course so common among well-meaning and not very
strong men, and for twenty-four hours refused to disavow
his action or to say that it did not represent them. I had
to act promptly in order to prevent becoming involved in
an uncomfortable situation; for if after this screed I had
then seen him, I would have convinced many men that the
Pope was quite right in having refused to receive me.
Accordingly I canceled the reception at the Ambassador's,
and did not attend any meeting at which the Methodists
were represented. However, certain of the Methodists,
and certain Catholic ecclesiastics, including Abbot Janssens
of the Benedictines, called to see me to explain their entire
sympathy with the position I had taken. Next to having
both sides behave well, it was to my interest that both sides
should behave ill, so that I could avoid having anything to
do with either; and this was precisely what occurred.